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Syllabus
     

 Mrs. S. Patterson
INTRODUCTION
Civics is a required Social Studies class in which we study the government and economy of the United States.  We will examine a historical perspective and well as study these issues in the context of today’s society.  We will also explore our responsibilities in our government.  THERE IS A STATE END OF COURSE EXAM IN THIS CLASS.  THE EXAM NOT ONLY COUNTS AS 25% OF THE FINAL GRADE, A PROFICENT SCORE ON THE EXAM IS ALSO REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION!!!!!!!
Student Contract

In an effort to prevent miscommunications I have prepared the following to give you an idea of what my expectations are for this class.  If you should have any questions, please ask.

MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS

Prepare to bring the following materials with you each day:

· Textbook
· pencil/pen and highlighter
· 3 ring binder with 1 divider used only for Civics class (1 ½ inch or 2 inch is fine)
· A pack of colored pencils and a pack of markers

· Flashdrive

GRADES
· Your grade in this class is a representation of your performance as a social studies student.  Grades will be calculated in the following manner:



Test/ Projects



40%


Classwork / Homework/ Current Events
60%

· It is advisable to keep a very organized notebook for reference purposes. Homework will be assigned frequently and will be used as a tool in which you are able to use to help further your understanding.  Notebooks may be taken up and graded.
· Projects/ current events will be accepted with a 10 point deduction for each day late up to 5 days; no projects/ current events will be accepted after 5 days.  
Classroom Rules and Expectations
· RESPECT the people and property of this room.

· avoid interruptions – raise your hand and wait your turn

· topics of conversation and  body language will be appropriate at all times

· keep your hands, feet, and other objects to yourself

IF YOU CAN’T RESPECT OTHERS, OTHERS MAY NOT RESPECT YOU!!!
· PREPAREDNESS

- Bring needed materials and have them out at the beginning of class
· FOOD

· Food and drinks will be permitted on special occasions only.
· ASK QUESTIONS

**Under no circumstances will the misbehavior of a student stop me from teaching or allowing others to learn.  It’s your choice to follow the rules or not.  The decision will be yours, so will the consequences.  
Student Initial _______


Parent Initial _____

Test Corrections 

South Stokes High School
Mrs. Patterson 
CORRECTIONS PROCEDURE:
Students will be given five school days to complete the test corrections.  All corrections must be in complete sentences and hand-written.  The correction will consist of the test question rewritten in a complete sentence with the correct answer in place.  In addition, you will include two facts that supports the correct answer or give added pertinent information.  A CORRECTION SHOULD BE MORE IN DEPTH THAN THE REQUIRED ANSWER TO THE TEST!!   

STUDENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DO TEST CORRECTIONS ON ALL TESTS!!!
TEST GRADES:  

Corrected scores will be determined in the following manner-  doing corrections you can regain 50% of the missed points.  Therefore, if you were twenty points shy of 100 (made an 80) you can regain ten of those points and boost your grade up to a 90.  If you do corrections, the lowest test grade you can make is a 70.  However, to earn points for corrections, they must be done thoroughly and completely.  Incomplete, incorrect or illegible test corrections will not be accepted.
By using this method I can be certain that you know the material (my job) and you can make the best grade possible (your job).  

==================================================
CONTACT INFORMATION
I can be contacted at 994-2995 during my planning (1:35-3:10) or a message can be left at my extension.  I can always be reached at email at shiela.patterson@stokes.k12.nc.us.  I also have a website – www.spatterson.weebly.com.  My door is always open. I am looking forward to a great year!!!

Students and Parents/Guardians:  Please sign and return the following.  

I have read and understand the expectations of this class as well as the test corrections policy.
     student signature

date


parent/guardian signature
date


Parents, I also like to keep you informed as much as possible via email.  Using email is a very quick and effective tool that can be used for open communication.  Please provide below the email address you would like for me to use.

EMAIL address:
           







(please print clearly)

